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SUBJECT: WEST BERLIN REACTION TO MIDEAST CONFLICT 

1. SUMMARY: WEST BERLIN POLITICAL LEADERS AND PRESS 
HAVE UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED ISRAEL IN CURRENT MIDEAST 
CONFLICT. PROG-ARAB DEMONSTRATIONS ORGANIZED BY KPD 
HAVE BEEN SPARSELY ATTENDED. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT MEETING IN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER IN WEST 
BERLIN OCTOBER 8, GOVERNING MAYOR SCHUETZ. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES PRESIDENT SICKERT. CDU CHAIRMAN LORENZ 
AND FDP CHAIRMAN LUEDER UNHESITATINGLY EXPRESSED 
SOLIDARITY WITH ISRAELI CAUSE IN CURRENT CONFLICT. TO 
STORMY APPLAUSE. SCHUETZ REPORTED ON CONVERSATION HE 
HAD WITH MAYOR KOLLEK OF JERUSALEM, IN WHICH LATTER 
EXPRESSED THANKS FOR FRIENDSHIP AND SOLIDARITY OF 
BERLINERS. RECALLING SPECIAL HISTORICAL REASONS FOR 
GERMAN CONCERN FOR FATE OF ISRAEL, GOVERNING MAYOR 
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STATE SHOULD STILL BE QUESTIONED. HE CALLED FOR UNIVERSAL 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, AND ADMONISHED GREAT POWERS TO 
TAKE RESPONSIBILITIES IN MIDDLE EAST SERIOUSLY AND 
NOT TO BE CONTENT WITH PASSING RESOLUTIONS IN UN. LUEDER 
EMPHASIZED PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY OF GERMANS TOWARDS 
JEWISH PEOPLE. AND SAID THAT NONE COULD BE SILENT WHEN 
ISRAEL WAS IN TROUBLE. LORENZ, AFTER EMOTIONAL STATEMENT 
OF SUPPORT FOR ISRAELI CAUSE, STRESSED NEED FOR NEGOTIATED 
SOLUTION AND CALLED UPON GREAT POWERS TO INTERVENE TO 
STOP FIGHTING. SICKERT STRESSED THAT ARAB LEADERS MUST 
BE MADE TO RECOGNIZE THAT WAR IS NO LONGER APPROPRIATE 
MEANS OF POLITICS. 

3. ON OCTOBER 9, ARAB LEAGUE DELEGATION IN BONN EXPRESSED 
ASTONISHMENT THAT SCHUETZ HAD TAKEN PART IN MEETING 

OF SOLIDARITY WITH ISRAEL, THEREBY, IT CLAIMED, 

VIOLATING NEUTRALITY OF FRG IN MIDEAST QUESTION. 
GOVERNING MAYOR SWIFTLY REJECTED THIS CRITICISM, STATING 
THAT HE WAS ACCUSTOMED TO SPEAKING UP AGAINST EVERY 
AGGRESSION. 

4. WEST BERLIN PRESS HAS UNANIMOUSLY BRANDED EGYPT 
AND SYRAI AS THE AGGRESSORS, AND HAS GENERALLY 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN ISRAELI VICTORY. SPRINGER 
PAPERS (BERLINER MORGENPOST, BZ, AND BILDZEITUNG) HAVE 
BEEN ESPECIALLY EFFUSIVE IN THEIR SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL. 
PRO-SPD SPANDAUER VOLKSBLATT SIAD THAT IT WAS MATTER 
OF COURSE THAT SYMPATHIES OF GERMANS LAY ON ISRAELI 
SIDE, AND EXPRESSED VIEW THAT MAJORITY OF GDR POPULATION 
FELT SAME WAY DESPITE OFFICIAL PROPAGANDA TO CONTRARY. 

5. TWO PROG- ARAB DEMONSTRATIONS ORGANIZED BY KPD ON 
OCTOBER 8 AND 9 ATTRACTED ONLY 300 AND 900 PARTICIPANTS 
RESPECTIVELY.KLEIN 
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